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Public Lectures in Columbia University 

The Rt Hon James Bryee. II P will lecture in 
Columbia University, Wednesday, October 12, 
at 4.30 P M:— "On'the Relations of Law and 
History, with special reference to Roman Law; 
the History of the Sources of Roman Law". 

Saturday, October 15, at 11 A M:— "Bow the 
Substance of the Roman Law was moulded by 
the historical developement of the Roman 
People and State". 

The general public will be admittad each 
-time~-'fi\« loinutes before the beginning "of the 
lecture. 

The lectures will be delivered in the Audi- 
torium of Earl Hall. 

Form in Latin Poetry 

IN THREE PARTS— PART II 

It was my privilege to be present at the Latin 
Conference held at Columbia University in No- 
vember last, in connection with the meetings of 
the Association of Teachers, and to listen then to 
the discussion of the papers of the College En- 
trance Examination Board. At that time excep- 
tion was taken to questions on these papers re- 
quiring applicants for admission to college to 
mark all the long vowels in a given piece of Latin. 
Questions of this sort were heartily condemned. 
In February last, in the discussion of Professor 
AlcCrea's address to this body, nay 1 the paper 
itself, the question of vowel quantities was again 
raised. I could not help feeing on both occasions 
that to some extent the position of those who 
sttind out for the mastery of Latin vowel "quanti- 
ties was not fairly handled in the discussions. 
On both occasions the stress was laid immediately 
on '•hidden" quantites, to the exclusion practically 
of all others. Derision was heaped on hidden 
quantities, until it seemed as if there were indeed 
no quantities in Latin save hidden quantities. 

Now, for my own part. I should be entirely will- 
ing to have pupils in school and college alike 
forego any special effort to master the so-called 
hidden quantities, though even here there are 
certain very simple rules, easy to apply, which 



will enable a pupil with a respectable mental 
equipment to master in a day's time all that is 
certain in this connection. Common sense sug- 
gests that in those matters of hidden quantity 
wherein no agreement has been reached among 
scholars, we should in all cases in our practice 
count the vowels involved as short. 

We have thus eliminated from the problem of 
mastering the Latin vowel quantities its most 
elusive and most difficult phase. What is to be 
done with the rest? Are we to assume that 
properly equipped teachers can never teach rea- 
sonably intelligent and diligent students to pro- 
nounce Latin words with substantial fidelity to 
the theory of the Roman pronunciation, in so far 
as we to-day appreciate exactly what that theory 
involves? This, I, for one, am most loath to be- 
lieve. 

That there may be sueessful teaching two 
forces must_be made to. cp.aperate.effecti.vely .the 
one with the other. One of these forces is the 
well-directed activity of a properly equipped 
teacher, the other the well-directed activity of an 
intelligent and industrious student. The absence 
of either of these factors or the failure to corre- 
late them aright will play havoc with any system 
or any method of instruction. 

Let us for a moment search our own hearts. Is 
it in any wise possible that the difficulty in teach- 
ing Latin vowel quantities is chargeable to our- 
selves rather than to our pupils? One distin- 
guished American scholar has returned to this 
question an emphatic "Yes". Professor Bennett, 
in his discussion of this general subject on The 
Teaching of Latin and Greek, writes as follows: 
"For eight years I have conducted summer 
courses for teachers at Cornell University. This 
work has been attended by some two hundred 
teachers and college professors, nearly all of them 
college graduates, and many of the persons who 
had had graduate work at our best universities. 
Yet few of these had ever shown any thorough 
grasp of the Roman pronunciation, and most of 
them have exhibited deplorable ignorance of the 
first principles of its accurate application. Even 
college professors of eminence often frankly ad- 
mit their own ignorance of vowel quantities, and 
proclaim their despair of ever acquiring a knowl- 
edge of it." 

If true, this is a terrible indictment. Those who 
have any tenderness of feeling, I will not say for 
American scholarship, but for the American fra- 
ternity of teachers, may mitigate for themselves 
the severity of this indictment by thinking that it 
should not be taken to mean all that the cold 
types would seem to make it mean until we have 



